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Burstein gives public lecture,
considers future of Lawrence
Brenna Ori
Staff Writer

______________________

Senior Rachel Calvert delivers a monologue during the production of “The Vagina Monologues” in the Cinema last Tuesday, Feb. 18.
Photo by Michael Hubbard

Lawrence adds own voice to worldrenowned “The Vagina Monologues”
Samantha Tetzlaff
Staff Writer

_______________________

The Warch Campus Center’s
cinema was overflowing on
Tuesday, Feb. 18 for “The Vagina
Monologues,” sponsored by the
Downer Feminist Council (DFC).
The show is produced through the
activist organization V-Day, which
has launched a global movement
to end violence against women
and girls.
“The Vagina Monologues”
originally began in 1998 with Eve
Ensler, who interviewed over 200
women about their experiences
and thoughts concerning vaginas
and then synthesized the women’s

On Friday, Feb. 14, Lawrence
University’s president Mark
Burstein gave a speech that
focused on the effects of three
growing trends in higher education on Lawrence. The three topics Burstein discussed were the
economy, massive open online
courses (MOOCs) and the new college in Singapore, Yale-National
University of Singapore (NUS).
The economy has fostered an
increase in competition in universities. More students are attending undergraduate college than
ever before. From 1970 to 2010,
the number of undergraduate
enrollment grew from 4.3 million
to 11.5 million.
“Higher education is no longer regional,” Burstein said. “It
is national and even worldwide.
Students now have to compete
with competition from around the
world.”
Another new trend that is
affecting colleges is the amount
of diversity that is being seen in
high schools. Currently, the proportion of caucasian teens in high
schools is around 50 percent. The
number of Hispanic students has
increased significantly, as well as
the number of African American
students.
Another
phenomenon
Burstein detailed in his speech
was the number of students coming from other countries to study
in the United States. There are
currently 819,644 international
students studying in the US, which
is a record-high. The international

students at Lawrence make up
about 15 percent of the university’s population. This is higher
than the national average, but
Burstein wants more international students.
“We need to become more
global,” Burstein said. “I think that
[in the future] we will continue to
become more diverse.”
Burstein also focused on
the growing rate of educational
technology, specifically the rise of
MOOCs. MOOCs are educational
online courses given by the top
leading universities. There are
hundreds of free courses that are
provided for people all over the
world. However, most people who
use these online courses are not
college-age, but adult learners.
Burstein believes that MOOCs
are not going to replace a college
education. However, this technology can be used as a supplemental
learning tool for students.
In his speech, Burstein cited
a study where students used a
MOOC before taking a statistics
class. When these students went
into the class, it was found that
they learned the material 30 percent quicker and their retention
rate was 50 percent higher than
that of their fellow classmates.
“MOOCs are a thriving environment for educational technology
to be tested,” Burstein said.
With this growth of technology, Burstein wants to begin to
integrate more of it into classes on
campus. Currently, technology is
being used successfully in the language departments, but Burstein
hopes to expand the use of tech-

stories into monologues. These
anecdotes have since been presented internationally and exclusively by women.
One
monologue,
titled
“Reclaiming Cunt,” stood out to
senior Mary Curtin. She said, “I
think it’s important to reclaim our
own terminology. As women [they
are] our bodies, [they are] our
body parts, and we shouldn’t have
those words flung around at us
instead of using them the way we
feel they should be used.” Curtin
further articulated that the monologues “bring up issues in a way
that’s empowering and amusing
so that we can feel more comfortable taking control of the way that
we talk about our bodies.”
Sophomore Hannah Klawes

talked about the response from
the crowd. She said, “The coolest
part was how reverent and quiet
everyone got after the really sad
stories, how into it everyone was.
You could just feel the entire room
focusing on them.”
Klawes added, “It was
refreshing because I thought
everyone would be embarrassed
but I didn’t feel that.”
Junior Joey Belonger spoke
more generally of the production as a whole and why the
“Monologues” are important to
have at Lawrence.
“I think that having the
‘Vagina Monologues’ on campus
is really great because there’s a

major. She said the idea for the
panel was the result of many conversations with students, Amnesty
members and faculty members.
The focus of the event was the
controversy surrounding Muslim
dress and the Western critique of
the hijab as a form of oppression.
“I felt like there were a lot of
perspectives from the Arab world
that were not being presented
in American discourse, so I just
thought, why not Lawrence and
why not now?” Anabtawi said. “I
just felt like there was a need to
create a platform for this discussion where everyone could come
together and voice these questions and opinions.”
Although there are no hijabwearing Lawrentians on campus,
there are Muslim students.
“The Appleton community
has a relatively large population
of Egyptians, Syrians and women

who wear the hijab,” Anabtawi
said. In addition, international or
exchange students from Jordan,
Pakistan and Turkey were present and participated in the open
discussion.
Professor Mahoney began
the panel with the historical context of the hijab. Mahoney stated that veiling did not originate
in the religion of Islam but in
Christianity, which can be seen in
traditional habits worn by nuns.
The Qur’an is also not specific
about the type of modest dress
that women must wear.
Professor Daughtry outlined
the complex cultural context and
reasoning behind the veil. She
explained that forms of head- and
body-covering are worn for a cultural and social sense of mod-
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Panel on female veiling contrasts ideas of repression and self-expression
Lucy Pipkin
Staff Writer

_______________________

The Lawrence chapter of
Amnesty International hosted
an open discussion in the Esch
Hurvis Studio on the evening of
Tuesday, Feb. 18, titled “The Hijab
Debate: Exploring the Political
and Cultural Contexts.” The faculty panel consisted of Associate
Professor of Anthropology Carla
Daughtry and Visiting Associate
Professor of History Michael
Robert Mahoney. Sophomore and
president of Lawrence’s chapter
of Amnesty International Razan
Anabtawi facilitated the open discussion.
Originally from Palestine,
Anabtawi is in her first year
as president of Amnesty
International and is an anthropology and human geography double
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Daughtry discusses the cultural significance of the hijab during the panel on Feb. 18.
Photo by Michael Hubbard
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Visiting lecturer discusses moral quandaries in geoengineering
Xue Yan

Staff Writer

_______________________

On Tuesday, Feb. 18, Bjornar
Egede-Nissen, from the department of political science at the
University of Western Ontario, gave
a lecture titled “Geoengineering:
Ethically Challenged, Politically
Impossible?” in Steitz Hall of
Science.
The lecture covered a brief
introduction to geoengineering, its ethical challenges and the
political difficulties faced by geoengineering.
According to the lecture,
geoengineering is defined as the

deliberate large-scale manipulation of the planetary environment
to counteract anthropogenic climate change. Solar radiation management (SRM), a theoretical type
of geoengineering which aims to
reflect sunlight back into space
to reduce global warming, was
the main topic of Egede-Nissen’s
lecture.
Egede-Nissen believed that
there are some limitations on
SRM. He said that though SRM is
able to block the sunlight, the CO2
is still left on the earth, so SRM
only treats the symptoms, not the
causes of global warming. In order
to gradually get rid of the CO2,
people have to continue to use
SRM, and due to the slow negative

emission, it will take a very long
time to achieve. This is another
limitation, he said.
Egede-Nissen also said that
once the use of SRM begins, people would face the exit problem of
SRM. Also, it is extremely hard to
predict the effects of the SRM on
the climate, so there is also unpredictable risk to using SRM.
When considering SRM,
Egede-Nissen said we must also
think about the ethical challenges.
He admitted that there are
some justifications of doing SRM
research, including the costbenefit analysis, the value of scientific research and the emergency options for SRM research.
According to Egede-Nissen, the

SRM can be comparatively cheap,
but the long time-frame required
and the side effects of doing SRM
research can be cause for reconsideration.
At the end of the talk, EgedeNissen said he wanted to leave
an “irrelevant” take home message. He said,“The environment
is a bathtub.” He explained that
if we put the carbon in the earth,
it would drain out of the atmosphere in a much slower rate. He
believed that it is a very common misunderstanding to think
that stopping emissions today will
improve the situation, because the
past emissions will remain there
for hundreds of years.
Freshman Sara Zaccarine

said that it was interesting that
his talk aimed at raising questions rather than answering them.
She said, “His examples are very
relevant to us and it is helpful to
understand a lot more.” She also
likes that he brought the largescale issue down to more specific
points.
Sophomore Lena Bixby thinks
the ethical issues are important.
People have the technology, but
we are not doing anything about
the problem. She said it is like a
moral test: “Are we doing anything wrong by not doing anything about [global warming]?”

Valley Kiwanis. Items that will be
collected are gently used furniture
that could be used to furnish an
apartment. This includes couches,
lamps, dressers, kitchen tables
and other furnishings.
The Fox Valley Kiwanis is a
subdivision of a global organization of volunteers whose mission
is to serve the children and communities of the world. Kiwanis
and its youth-oriented Service
Leadership Programs serve communities in more than 80 countries and geographic areas.
The Fox Valley World Relief is
a subdivision of the larger World
Relief organization. World Relief
has a network of regional offices
and partner churches that help
resettle approximately ten percent of the 70,000 refugees that
enter the United States regularly.
Resettlement includes furnishing homes with materials such
as those that will be collected at

the property, providing language
skills, job training and spiritual
support all in the service of facilitating self-sufficiency.
These refugees come from
a variety of backgrounds. They
originally lived in the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Myanmar
and Iraq, though some may have
originally come from Sudan, Cuba,
Somalia, Afghanistan, Iran, Eritrea,
Bhutan and the former Soviet
Union. Refugees may relocate for
a variety of reasons. Currently,
the vast majority of refugees find
themselves in the need of relocation due to persecution related to
race, religion, nationality, social
group membership, political opinion or other matters of identity.
When seeking refuge in a
country like the United States,
refugees can be assigned to a
variety of types of communities.
The federal government evaluates
each community in the country

to determine possible viability as
a new community for refugees.
The State Department works with
nine resettlement agencies to
place refugees according to how
the refugees’ needs correspond to
the available resources of a community.
The Fox Valley has a successful history of supporting resettlement with both refugees from
Sudan and Hmong refugees from
Southeast Asia. The Fox Valley
Kiwanis helped create a similar donation site in 2004 for the
Hmong refugees.
Many components of the Fox
Valley community have worked
to support the resettlement of
refugees in the past. This includes
individual volunteers, businesses, non-profits and government
offices. Organizations such as the
Fox Valley Literacy Council (FVLC)
work closely with volunteer tutors
to be sensitive to the challenges

experienced by the refugee clients, both before and after resettlement, whom they might work
with. The FVLC is an organization
that helps teach people who wish
to improve their adult basic education, as well as those who wish
to gain English language skills.
Students have participated in refugee resettlement in a variety of
ways, including volunteering with
the FVLC as literacy tutors.
The use of the former North
Shore Bank building as a donation
collection site came from a desire
to have a use for the building until
a more permanent use can be put
into place. Permanent plans for
the recently purchased building
are currently underway.
Three collection times have
been established for donations.
These are: from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 22 and Saturday,
March 1, as well as from 4 p.m. to
7 p.m. on Tuesday, March 4.

also by the Singapore government. Yale-NUS has a new, global
core curriculum as well as no academic departments. This school
“is a new opportunity to found an
elite liberal arts college,” Burstein
said. “It will be able to completely
rethink what a liberal arts college
is.”
With the rise of Yale-NUS,

many liberal arts schools are now
trying to increase their speed of
change to compete with this new
university. For Lawrence, it is
causing the administration to look
at what makes Lawrence’s education unique. “We are not a commodity; we are an experience,”
Burstein said.

LU focuses on town-gown relationship in lending of North Shore Bank building
Rose Nelson
Staff Writer

_______________________

The former North Shore Bank
building purchased by Lawrence
University is temporarily being set
up as a donation collection point
for refugees who are expected to
relocate to the Fox Valley area in
the coming year. The agreement is
with two local organizations, the
Fox Valley Kiwanis and the Fox
Valley World Relief.
The agreement to designate
the property as a donation collection point was signed on Monday,
Feb. 10. It states that Lawrence
will loan the building to World
Relief Fox Valley free-of-charge
until the first week of August
2014.
With Lawrence lending the
building, the collection of the
items will be handled by The Fox
Valley World Relief and The Fox

Monologues

continued from page 1

lot of body negativity, especially
around women’s bodies. I think
society really puts restrictions on
what women’s bodies are supposed to be like or do and I think
this is a way to kind of empower
and spread the word of the vaginas.”
The director and a presenter
of “The Vagina Monologues” for
the third year in a row, senior
Sophie Durbin, elaborated on
society’s perception of women’s
bodies.
“The world doesn’t really
think about women’s bodies in
ways that aren’t objectifying,” said
Durbin. “I think for a lot of people
it’s an experience that opens their
minds to some of the realities of
what it’s like to have a body that is
under that much scrutiny.”
This year senior Sarah Jane
Rennick also helped Durbin in
spearheading the event by doing
various administrative tasks.
Rennick commented, “It’s just an
amazing, empowering experience
to see and help all of my friends
and colleagues and peers to put
on this show that I think is really
informative. Anything I could do
to help was really fulfilling.”
SPORTS:

Rennick also coordinated
with Harbor House Domestic
Abuse Programs, where proceeds
from the “Monologues” primarily went. Each production of the
“Monologues” is encouraged to
donate to local organizations that
provide services to women and
girls subjected to violence.
President of DFC, sophomore Tracy Johnson, took part in
preparing for and delivering the
monologues, but also pointed out
a problematic aspect of the production’s focus. “It equates womanhood with having a vagina, kind
of reduces it to that. Where there
are people that identify as women
that don’t have vaginas or people
who have vaginas and don’t identify as women. So I think it’s very
second-wave in that sense.”
However, Johnson additionally stated that the “Monologues”
have “definitely helped a lot of
women to feel more comfortable in their bodies” and that she
believes it is “a watershed production” in its ability to start a
conversation on campus.
Beyond
“The
Vagina
Monologues,” another of the
various campaigns organized by
V-Day is “One Billion Rising,” an
event that Amnesty International
will be sponsoring on campus in
the upcoming weeks.

CORRECTIONS: 2/14/2014

Freshman Wes Hetcher’s name was misspelled
twice in last week’s article on track.

Burstein

continued from page 1

nology to more of the intro level
classes.
Burstein also brought up
the new college, Yale-NUS. This
college has the benefit of being
sponsored by Yale University and
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Space Invaders
Kevin Specht
Columnist

____________________________________

Lawrence hosts the Winter Olympics

Dining in Dairyland
Katsu-Ya: A Review
Katsu-Ya is a very special
place. It is, however, a place to go
only after you’ve budgeted for a
couple weeks. It is located within walking distance, eight blocks
from campus and a block closer
than Walgreens. Although it is a
bit difficult to find due to subdued
signage, your success is rewarded
by a welcoming statue of a wooden
bear that must have been a fertility figure in a previous life. KatsuYa is also an extremely popular
restaurant. And don’t think you
can make a reservation for your
Saturday-night date; they do not
take reservations on Fridays or
Saturdays. Instead, be prepared to
wait for about an hour, as we did.
For those who are over 21, they do
have a strategically placed bar in
the waiting and lounge area. If you
are underage, you can still wait in
the lounge area but must resign
yourself to an hour of eavesdrop-

ping on Appleton gossip. However,
if you go on a weeknight, it is
generally quite easy to get a table,
and you can make reservations
Sunday through Thursday.
After walking down College
Ave. in the snow, sleet, rain, wind
or other uncomfortable kinds
of Wisconsin weather, KatsuYa’s décor is as comforting as a
maroon, umami-scented kitten
lying on your face. Especially if
that kitten occasionally wears
enormous, terrifying samurai
masks with glowing red eyes. It is
warm and comforting in shades of
black and rust. Huge, decorative
metalwork fans separate some of
the tables, and there is a sushi bar
where you can watch the chefs
at work. There are three different dining rooms at the restaurant. The first is the bar, lounge
and waiting area where you can
sit on tall chairs and listen to

Susannah
Miller
some variety of thumping music.
The second is the yakiniku room
which is composed of six yakiniku
tables in a fairly large space. The
tables seat eight, so you might be
seated with someone else. The
walls are decorated with enormous samurai masks. The third
room is my favorite—most of the
tables are bench tables separated
by the above-mentioned giant
fans. These tables are quiet, comfortable and private.
Katsu-Ya offers many different kinds of food. It offers a large
variety of sushi, both traditional
and modern kinds—my favorite
is the spicy salmon. The sushi is
delicious, and you do pay for that.
The price may make it worthwhile
to try the yakiniku dinners. For a
fairly normal entrée price, you get
a plate of pre-marinated meat or
vegetables of your choice, a bowl

See page 12

PolLU
Do you believe Lawrence University should make gender-neutral bathrooms more
accessible?
No
13%
Yes, but without
replacing any genderspecific bathrooms
47%

Yes, on an immediate
basis
32%
I do not have an opinion
on the matter
8%

To participate in next week’s poll, go to lawrentian.com

Are you a bit paranoid? Did
you know that extra-terrestrials
may have invaded our humble,
world-class institution? Hello, and
welcome to Specht Pages, the true
and supreme voice of Lawrence
University. In this celebratory
36th issue, we will tell you all
you need to know about Lawrence
University’s relationship with life
from other planets. So sit back,
relax and allow Specht Pages to
expose the facts that you simply
cannot find elsewhere.
Do you remember the phenomenon in January we called the
“Polar Vortex?” Temperatures that
sank to -20° F with a -50° F windchill? Some said the record cold
came from the melting polar ice
caps. However, the truth is much
more obvious. Aliens did it. Aliens
live at much cooler temperatures
and hate anything above -10° F.
Additionally, the cool weather
aided in their smooth entry into
the outer atmosphere without
burning up. Most importantly,
they brought in the cold because
they knew that most people
would stay inside and those who
needed to travel outside—such
as all Lawrence students, faculty
and staff—would not notice any
strange creatures wandering and
probing due to their preoccupation with staying warm.
Has your radiator ever made
funny sounds? You can bet a
year’s worth of culinary cash that
there were space aliens behind
that. Moreover, do you ever hear
strange sounds coming from your
neighbor’s room? Heavy breathing? Moaning? I hate to break it to
you, but your fellow Lawrentian
was most definitely being subjected to alien probing.
Have you noticed the patterns that have been appearing in
the snow? The concentric circles
that trap trees? The intricate pat-

terns on the Quad? It seems like
the aliens are trying to tell us
something. Perhaps it’s that our
reliance on the life of the mind
will be of no use when the full
invasion takes place.
Have you noticed the strange,
psychedelic art on the Drew Street
underpass? Behold, it was painted
by aliens. They wanted to give us a
vision of their likeness.
If you go on Google Earth and
look at our campus, you will find
many things that point to alien
activity at Lawrence. For starters,
Hiett Hall is shaped like a starship.
Additionally, there are some interesting shapes you’ll find made by
the brickwork and masonry. The
Wriston fountain and amphitheater, as well as the circle next to
Ormsby and the square in front
of the Wellness Center, are all
examples of alien firing targets.
Just don’t spend too much time in
the center of any of those places
at 4:37 a.m.
Have you ever heard about
the hidden tunnels under Main
Hall Green? You can see evidence
of them occasionally when the
ambient heat from the tunnels
melts the snow directly above
them before the rest of it melts.
What you probably didn’t know
is that they serve an Area 51 role
of sorts. They are filled with all of
Lawrence’s classified alien corpses and memorabilia.
Have you ever noticed that
Lawrence lacks any sort of major
telescope? Ever wonder why the
Underwood Observatory was
demolished? Obviously, they
didn’t want us to be able to watch
the aliens.
There you have it, unquestionable facts from a reputable
source. Use this information as
you may, but remember, it is highly classified.
“You heard it first from
Specht Pages!”

QUESTION
MARK

What is your take on the petition for genderneutral bathrooms at Lawrence? Is the university considering making gender-neutral
bathrooms more accessible? If so, what is
your plan of action?

Students,
including the
chair of the
Committee
on Diversity
Affairs of LUCC,
came to my office hours last
week to share the petition
with me and to talk about the
desire for additional genderneutral restrooms on campus.
Providing an environment
where all members of the

Lawrence community can feel
comfortable and thrive has to
be a high priority for all of us. I
have asked our Facility Services
department to inventory restrooms in all campus buildings
to determine what is available
in current form—the administration will then consider costeffective ways to make sure
that Lawrence is providing reasonable accommodations to all
students, faculty and staff.

Question Mark by contacting us at
lawrentian@lawrence.edu
Your questions will be kept anonymous

Sports
Features
A&E
The opinions expressed in
this section are those of the
students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions
piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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Women take fourth, men sixth at MWC meet
Zach Ben-Amots
Staff Writer

______________________

After participating in the
Midwest Conference (MWC)
Championships this past weekend
(Feb. 14-16), the 2013-14 season
came to a close for the Lawrence
University swim team. In his sixth
season as head coach, Andrew
Fleek led the team to one of their
most successful performances
at the MWC Championships in
recent history. “The team seems
to get better every year,” said
sophomore Tahnee Marquardt.
“Even though practices get rough
at times, it absolutely paid off in
the end.”
Behind strong swimming
from junior Taylor Winter and
sophomore Hailey Cardinal, the
Lady Vikings placed fourth overall

at the MWC Championship. On
the first day of the competition,
Winter took first in the 500-yard
freestyle. Senior Hannah Gabriel
and freshman Paige Witter took
second and third, respectively, to
help LU sweep all three top spots
in that event. On that same day,
Cardinal broke Lawrence’s school
record in the 200-yard individual
medley with a time of 2:14.65.
As well as the Lady Vikings
performed in swimming events,
they ultimately suffered from
the fact that Lawrence does not
currently have a diving program
in place. As a result, Carroll
University beat Lawrence by
a mere 14 points, after scoring
crucial points with their diving
team, to claim third in the women’s competition. When asked
about the toughest competition at
the tournament, Marquardt said,

“Grinnell and Lake Forest fight for
first and second every year. They
have huge teams and a lot of very
fast swimmers. Everyone else
basically fights for third place.”
The small size of the men’s
team has been a negative factor all season. For this reason,
expectations were not nearly as
high for the men entering the
Championships. Nevertheless,
with only ten active swimmers,
the men placed sixth out of nine
teams in the tournament. In doing
so, they defeated Beloit, Illinois
and Knox Colleges. According to
Marquardt, senior Charlie Mann
played a big role in the team’s
success. “[Charlie’s] 50 yard freestyle was phenomenal to watch
(21.54), and he also delivered an
insane performance in the 100
yard freestyle (47.85).”
Overall, Lake Forest and

Grinnell dominated the competition. The Lake Forest women
secured their second consecutive championship—their 15th in
16 years—with 894 total points.
On the men’s side, the Grinnell
Pioneers snapped Lake Forest’s
12-year win-streak and won their
first championship since 2001
with 944 points.
“Sadly, almost half of our
team is graduating and [many
swimmers] are planning on studying abroad, so the size of our team
will shrink significantly next year,”
said Marquardt. “Luckily, though,
[Coach Fleek] is recruiting like
crazy, so we are hoping to get
some fresh meat for next season.”
Until the start of offseason training this summer, the Vikings will
be able to proudly reflect on a successful 2013-2014 swim season.

Vikings qualify for NCHA Harris Cup Playoffs
Clare Bruning
Staff Writer

______________________

The Lawrence University
hockey team (6-17-2, 5-12-1
NCHA) split last weekend’s series
with Finlandia University (3-201, 2-16 NCHA) to capture a spot
in the NCHA Harris Cup Playoffs.
After the Lions edged them out
4-3 in overtime on Friday, Feb.
14, the Vikings rallied to come
back hard on Saturday, Feb. 15,
capturing a 4-2 victory fronted by
freshman Blake Roubos’ electrifying hat trick.
The first goal of the weekend was scored two minutes into
Friday’s game, before Finlandia
put two more on the board in the
second period. The Vikings were
looking to turn the game in their
favor just as sophomore Steve
Hughes delivered at 17:21 in the
second. Assisted by seniors Huck
Saunders and William Thoren,
Hughes’ first goal of the season
made the score 3-1 going into the

third period.
Lawrence used the positive
momentum from the previous
period to put two goals in the
net in under a minute, tying the
score at 3-3. Sophomore Renato
Engler lit the lamp near the end
of a power play at 7:19 off assists
from freshman Blake Roubos
and Saunders. Then Engler and
Hughes assisted junior Logan
Lemirande in beautifully maneuvering the Vikings’ third goal into
the net at 8:05.
The
Vikings
fought
Finlandia’s offensive pressure and
delivered some of their own the
rest of the period. They came into
overtime shooting aggressively as
well, but the Lions slipped one
by freshman goaltender Mattias
Soderqvist three minutes into the
frame, securing a narrow 4-3 victory. Soderqvist stopped 24 shots
to Finlandia’s 49 saves, and the
Vikings outshot the Lions 52-28.
On Saturday, Feb. 15, the
Vikings found the success they
sought, propelled by Roubos’
impressive hat trick, the first of his

Matt Geleske
Staff Writer

______________________

The Lawrence University
men’s tennis team competed
on Saturday, Feb. 15 against
the UW-Oshkosh Titans and the
Edgewood College Eagles at the
Oshkosh YMCA Tennis Center.
The Vikings were able to beat the
shorthanded Eagles by a score
of 7-2, but lost to the dominant
Titans 9-0. These matches were
the second and third of the season
for the Vikings, who stand 1-2
overall.
Going into the weekend, the
team had to focus on competing
against two very different teams
in Oshkosh and Edgewood on the
same day. The Oshkosh Titans
have historically been very competitive, while the Eagles were
playing with a very small squad.
“We knew Edgewood would be
pretty similar to MSOE, our first
match of the season, so we knew
we could compete with them,” said
freshman David Jumes. “We had

See page 10

School

Conf.

Overall

MEN’S BASKETBALL
St. Norbert
Grinnell
Carroll
Ripon
Lawrence
Illinois Col.
Beloit
Lake Forest
Cornell
Monmouth
Knox

17-0
12-5
12-6
11-6
10-7
9-8
7-10
6-11
5-12
5-12
0-17

21-1
17-5
15-8
14-8
12-10
13-9
9-13
7-15
8-14
6-16
1-21

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Cornell
St. Norbert
Monmouth
Carroll
Illinois Col.
Ripon
Beloit
Lake Forest
Knox
Lawrence
Grinnell

14-2
14-2
13-4
11-6
9-7
9-7
7-9
6-10
4-12
1-15
1-15
HOCKEY

Freshman Blake Roubos and Finlandia’s Brandon Passley battle after a face-off.
Photo by Michael Hubbard

career and Lawrence University’s
first since 2009.
Saunders opened the game
with a goal 12:27 into the first
period. Thoren and Roubos were
credited with assists. The Vikings
stepped up the pressure in the

second period and played very
aggressive offense. Roubos scored
a power play goal off assists from
Thoren and Hughes less than five
minutes into the period, doubling

See page 6

Men’s tennis shut out by Cornell College topples
UWO, drubs Edgewood Lady Vikes on Senior Day
two matches that day so our goal
was to play hard on every point
and see what would happen.” In
their match against Oshkosh, the
Vikings were completely shut
down as the Titans did not lose a
single set. The Titans started their
season off strong, this being their
first match of the season.
The Vikings proved to
be much more successful in
their match against Edgewood.
Lawrence was able to sweep the
doubles competition with victories from senior Jeremy Andereck
and sophomore Brian DeCorte,
freshmen Sam Weiner and Jumes,
along with sophomores Adam
Busch and Ethan Perushek who
won by default. The Vikings reinforced these wins with victories
in singles from Jumes, sophomore Mitch Kasprzyk, Weiner and
Busch. At the end of the day, the
Vikings came away with a 7-2 victory over the Eagles. “The team
performed well, everyone fought
really hard especially against
Edgewood,” recalled DeCorte.
“Overall, I’m very proud of the

STANDINGS

Jenny Angeli
Staff Writer

______________________

This past Saturday, Feb. 15
was the last weekend home game
for the women’s basketball team as
they took on Cornell College. They
last played the Rams in Illinois
back in December, where they
were unfortunately outscored
85-42. The Vikings were hoping
to shut Cornell down this time on
their home court. However, the
Rams are currently tied for first
place in the Midwest Conference
standings, so the Vikings knew
coming in that it would be a tough
contest.
Able to stick with the intensity of the Rams at the start, the
Vikings led by as many as four
points in the first eight minutes of
the game. They were up 11-8 with
9:34 left in the first half. The Rams
retaliated by scoring the final 16
points of the half, ending with a
lead of 28-13.
The Vikings were unable to
keep up with the speed of the

Rams coming out in the second
half. A scoreless drought for
Lawrence of over eight minutes—
extending from the first half—
was finally broken by freshman
Courtney Schmidt’s free throw
one minute into the second half.
The Rams continued to pull away
from the Vikings and led by as
many as 35 points at one moment.
Their offense could not be stopped
on this afternoon, as they walked
away with a 68-34 win.
S o p h o m o re
Katie
Schumacher led the Vikings with
10 points in the game, while junior
Kassidy Rinehart and senior Alex
Deshler contributed eight points
apiece. This leaves Deshler just
three points away from passing
Carrie Van Groll for 10th place on
Lawrence’s career scoring list.
Despite the disappointing
loss, this game was a significant
one for the two graduating seniors,
Deshler and Amber Lisowe, who
has been out with an injury for
most of the season. Deshler stated, “This team has meant everything to me the past four years.
I have met some of the best girls

St. Norbert
Adrian
St. Scholastica
Lake Forest
Marian
Concordia
MSOE
Lawrence
Northland
Finlandia

16-2		
14-1-3		
10-5-3		
11-7		
10-7-1		
7-9-2		
6-12		
5-12-1		
4-14		
2-16		

18-3
17-4
17-5
14-8
11-10
9-12
7-14
6-15
6-15
3-18
2-19
Pts.
32
31
23
22
21
16
12
11
8
4

Statistics are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
and www.nchahockey.org
and are current as of
Feb. 19, 2014.

Scoreboard from
Wednesday, Feb. 19
Men’s Basketball
LU 84 LF 76
Women’s Basketball
LF 62 LU 44
and I will be friends with them for
the rest of my life.” When asked to
comment about Saturday’s Senior
Day game, Lisowe responded, “I’m
really proud of the way the girls
played the entire game. Cornell
is a great team, but we went out
there and fought hard for 40 minutes. I’m proud to be a member of
this team, and I’m going to miss
the girls and playing next year.”
The final weekend home game
was a nice day to congratulate and
honor the two graduating seniors
for all their commitment and hard
work over the years.

SPORTS
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Senior Day win keeps
playoff hopes alive
CJ Revis

Staff Writer

_______________________

The Lawrence men’s basketball team took on Cornell on
Saturday, Feb. 15 in a game with
huge implications for the Midwest
Conference Tournament. The
Vikings went into the contest one
game behind Carroll for fourth in
conference. Not only did the game
carry great significance considering the standings, but also because
it was alumni weekend as well as
senior day. Alexander Gymnasium
was filled with former players and
families of current players as the
program honored its eight graduating seniors before the game.
The game was evenly played
for the majority of the first half
and neither team was able to seize
control of it. That was until the
Vikings built a 39-29 lead thanks
to a 12-4 scoring run that featured seven points from junior
Ryan DePouw and five points from
sophomore Trace Sonnleitner.
Lawrence went into the half with
a 45-34 lead.
The Vikings carried that
momentum into the second half
and seemed to take control, leading by as many as 16 points. The
Cornell Rams would not go down
without a fight, however, and went
on an 11-0 scoring run, cutting the
lead to just three points with less
than three minutes to play.
The teams traded baskets and
the lead remained at three with
just 46 seconds remaining. The
Vikings kept their composure and

proceeded to hit six straight free
throws, while forcing the Rams
to miss their next three shots.
Lawrence won the game by a final
score of 77-68.
“It was huge to get a win on
senior day, especially with a lot of
former players watching. It definitely added to the excitement of
the game,” said Sonnleitner.
Lawrence was paced by a
monster game from DePouw, who
scored a career-high 27 points and
posted a double-double by pulling
in 12 rebounds. He was followed
by sophomore Jamie Nikitas with
14 points and senior Chris Siebert
with 10. Reggie Greenwood led
all Cornell scorers with 26 points,
but needed 21 shots to get there.
DePouw’s
performances
this week earned him Midwest
Conference Player of the Week
honors. In two contests, DePouw
averaged 24 points and eight
rebounds while shooting an
astonishing 65% from the field.
The win kept the Vikings’
conference tournament hopes
alive, as they remain one game
behind the coveted fourth spot.
The Vikings need to win the final
two games of the season and get
some help from other teams in
order to clinch a tournament spot.
“We can only control what
we do, so we will always play
with a lot of intensity,” added
Sonnleitner.
The Vikings played their final
home game against Lake Forest on
Wednesday, Feb. 19, and will finish their regular season at Grinnell
College on Saturday, Feb. 22.

Athletes of the Week
By: Andrew Borresen

Blake Roubos: Hockey
Roubos had quite the memorable
Saturday as he scored the first hat trick
for Lawrence Hockey since the 20092010 season. The hat trick against
Finlandia this past Saturday played a
pivotal role in earning the Vikings a
NCHA postseason berth.
1) Saturday had to be special for
you. How did it feel to score three
big goals?
It was a very special night and one
I won’t forget. I had a hot stick that
night, and you never know when those
nights will come. All you can do is
work hard and be a good team player
so that hopefully some skill will come
out amongst the effort.

Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

2) Who is your favorite NHL team?
My favorite team is the Toronto Maple Leafs. I love watching hockey no matter what team it is, (just not
the Detroit Red Wings).

3) What is the game plan going into this road series with St. Norbert?
We are focused on playing hard and sticking to the team systems. We have proven several times this
year we can play with the best in the country. We beat St. Norbert, we beat St. Scholastica, and we tied
Adrian. We are also playing for our seniors who have committed themselves to Viking hockey for four
long seasons.
4) Your car runs out of gas in the desert. The nearest gas station is 30 miles away. Which teammate do you want with you and why?
Pat Coyne. He is a very loyal friend and someone I trust. We also both have fish tanks in our rooms
so our conversation during the 30-mile walk would mostly be about what kind of fish we should buy.

Taylor Winter: Swimming
Winter capped off her junior season with two individual titles in the
500-yard freestyle and the 1650-yard
freestyle at the Midwest Conference
Championships in Grinnell this past
weekend.

LU Intramurals: Week 4
Erik Soderlund
Staff Writer

______________________

Soccer and basketball had the
week off due to reading period
while badminton and volleyball
still had a round of play. Some
players took time off to rest during the long weekend and I was
able to catch up with a player from
each sport for this week’s edition
of Inside LU Intramurals.
VOLLEYBALL

Amanda Ollerer:
Hallie and the Six Puppies
S: How long have you guys
been a volleyball team and why?
O: We started playing last
year because we wanted to hang
out with the girls in our sorority
more (Kappa Kappa Gamma). We
all like competition, and a lot of us
have played volleyball before, so
we thought this would be a good
thing for us.
S: What is the best part about
playing intramurals?
O: The best part about playing is hanging out with my friends
and having fun. I don’t really care
too much about winning. This is a
time for me to stop being competitive and just have fun. Also, every
week we have different themes, so
dressing the theme is really fun.”
S: Where did your team name
come from?
O: We used to be Pup and
Suds from the movie Brink, but

that got old. Last year the all-star
on our team was Hallie. So we
always joked about how it was
Hallie’s team, and we were all just
‘there.’ So we came up with the
name Hallie and the six puppies.
BASKETBALL
Taylor Mandich:
Da Glorious Too Fresh Crew

S: How will you use these
days off to help your team?
M: Practice seven hours a
day. We had two-a-days to get in
shape for playoffs.
S: What has been the highlight of your season so far?
M:
Watching
Dominic
Bouressa dominate the low post
every game. He has been a force
down low.
S: Tell me about your team’s
chances of winning a title?
M: I’m guaranteeing a championship. This year we’re going
all the way.
BADMINTON
Aaron Sutton:
Two Birds One Stone

S: You guys are currently second [place]. How do you feel going
into playoffs?
ES: We feel pretty good. I
would be really excited to play
Man Wolf’s.
S: What can you say about
your partner Galen Dods?
ES: He’s really quiet when
you meet him. But catch him on
the court and he is very intense
and into it. He is pretty competitive and definitely wants to win.
S: Do you or your guys have

Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

1. Talk to us about what your premeet routine is like. How do you
get ready on the big day?
I make sure to get lots of rest before
my races and stay hydrated and fueled
up with bagels, bananas, Gatorade
and power bars. Before each session,
I stretch out and then warm up in
the pool with a mix of easy swimming, drills, kicking, and sprints and/
or pacing. Before each race, I listen to
some music and fuel up. I also talk to
my coaches and lap counters about
race strategy.

2. Can you tell me about the strategies you employ to get ready for the conference swim meet?
We train hard all season through dual meets and invites up until two weeks before conference when
we begin taper. During taper, we decrease the frequency and intensity of our swim workouts and stop
weight lifting and dry-land workouts. We eat less and smarter. Before the meet in Grinnell, we shave
and wear racing suits.
3. You won two races this weekend... the 1650 freestyle & the 500 freestyle. Which do you like
better?
I really enjoy the 1650 because it takes lots of physical and mental stamina to complete 66 lengths at
a fast pace. My mile on Sunday was especially amazing because I had LUST behind my lane cheering
me on the whole race.
4.If you had to pick one teammate to climb Mt. Everest with you, who would you choose?
I can’t choose one teammate, so I’d bring along the entire Lawrence swim team and our amazing
coaches since they are my second family.
any pregame rituals?
ES: We both stretch before
the match; I don’t think anyone else does. I always listen to
intense music in preparation of
hitting that birdie.
SOCCER

Thomas Skoog:
Lucky Strikes

S: How would you say the
competition is this term?

TS: It’s akin to the Premier
League in terms of competitiveness. Anyone can win.
S: What can we expect to see
from the last two rounds before
playoffs?
TS: Wins and champagne.
S: How would you rate your
season so far?
TS: It’s been all about beverages, bros, and ‘ballin.’
S: Is there anything you

would like to tell the other teams?
TS: [I would] tell the other
teams to grow their flow and wear
their long socks.

Intramurals will be back in
action this coming week as we
near the post season stretch. Every
game is crucial as rivalries will
flare, in your, LU Intramurals.
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Under-utilized Milwaukee offers adventures close to home
Devin Ross

Features Co-editor

________________________________

Every term when Reading Period rolls
around the question arises, “Do I stay or
do I go?” This term, I decided to head off
campus for some much-needed rest and
relaxation. Some people are in need of the
hustle and bustle that comes with city life
and travel on down to Chicago for a few
days. Some go on day trips to surrounding
national parks for some hiking or crosscountry skiing. I decided to go to Milwaukee
for a few days.
Now, Milwaukee runs a bad reputation.
If you’ve ever been there on a hot summer
day, you know that it smells terrible, like a
wet dog cooped up in a steaming car. The
smell comes from a combination of algae
off of Lake Michigan and the many, many
breweries that are scattered across the
city. Milwaukee is also a very industrial
city: When you drive around it seems as if

the city is made up of factories,
warehouses and
machinery.
Yet, after
spending a few
days there, I
found that
Milwaukee
has a lot of
fun things
to do, even
if you just
want to go
there
for
a day trip.
One of my
favorite places to visit is
the Milwaukee
Public Market. The
market is a host to a
large number of venders
selling artisan foods and products. It’s a great place to go wander around
for a few hours or just stop in for lunch.

If you’re in Milwaukee
over the summer,
Summerfest is one
of the city’s greatest attractions.
Known to be the
world’s largest
music festival,
Summerfest,
which usually takes
place at the
end of June
and beginning of July, is
an 11-day-long
event with over
1,000
performances that hundreds of thousands
of people attend.
One of my
favorite things to do
while I’m there is go on
one of the brewery tours. You

don’t have to be 21 to go on the tours, but
you do, of course, to try the samples. The
tours are an interesting way to learn about
an industry that is so famous in the great
state of Wisconsin that we live in.
The historic Third Ward is a great
neighborhood to take a walk through when
you’re in the city. Without a doubt, every
time I am in Milwaukee I end up there one
night for dinner. There are great restaurants, bars and shops to take a look at. The
Third Ward is considered the art district of
Milwaukee and provides an array of interesting galleries to meander through.
Many of us on campus tend to stay in
the bubble until spring or summer break
draws us out into the real world. But there
are lots of great places to visit around
Appleton that we don’t take advantage of.
Milwaukee is just one of the many surrounding cities that are easily accessible
and fun to visit, and next time you have a
couple days off, it might be worth it to take
drive on down there.

Milwaukee-Downer celebrates 50 years of partnership with LU
Dan Thoresen

For The Lawrentian

_________________________________

Fifty years ago, a new union formed
between Lawrence College and MilwaukeeDowner College, a partnership that helped
preserve many of Milwaukee-Downer’s
traditions and shaped Lawrence into the
eminent liberal arts university that it is
today. The event will be commemorated by
a ‘golden jubilee’ celebration at this year’s
reunion weekend. Despite the interesting
history of both Milwaukee-Downer and
its consolidation with Lawrence, much of
the story of this union is largely unknown
among students today.
Milwaukee-Downer College originated in the Milwaukee area as one of the
Midwest’s premier all-women’s colleges
for over a century, but enrollment began
declining during the post-WWII period
until it was less than 160 students in the
early 1960s. The events of the ensuing
union were well documented in Charles
Breunig’s “A Great and Good Work,” published in 1995, which chronicles Lawrence
University’s history. Facing difficulties in
funding the college’s faculty and facilities,
Milwaukee-Downer’s board of trustees met

Aerial view of Milwaukee-Downer College

Lawrence University.
The influence of the partnership on
Lawrence’s campus was profound. The
$10 million sale of the Milwaukee-Downer
property, combined with the existing
Milwaukee-Downer endowment, effectively
tripled Lawrence’s endowment, strengthening Lawrence’s financial position and
also helping to ensure it would survive
the tumultuous decades to follow. Names
also changed: Instead of agreeing to the
initial condition of renaming Lawrence
to Lawrence-Downer College, the new
Lawrence University instead enrolled
men in Lawrence College and women in
Milwaukee-Downer College.
Many artifacts and emblems of
Lawrence today were also transferred from
Milwaukee-Downer: the sundial on Main
Hall’s southern wall and the teak room
found within Hurvis Center. Several buildings today also reflect Milwaukee-Downer’s
past, including Briggs Hall, named for former Milwaukee-Downer president Lucia
Briggs, and Sabin house, named for president Ellen Sabin. Lawrence’s recognition
of prominent Milwaukee-Downer faculty
and alumni is an important part of our
university’s effort to continue to honor the
original partnership formed 50 years ago.

in secret to determine a course of action.
The leading proposal was to consolidate
the college with either a similar women’s
college or liberal arts institution.
They finally decided to join up with
Lawrence College to form Lawrence
University. The old Milwaukee-Downer
campus was sold to the state for the
newly expanded University of WisconsinMilwaukee, with the proceeds entering the

Lawrence endowment. Both faculty and
students were offered to fully transfer their
status to Lawrence.
Though the trustees’ plan saved the
college from financial distress, its secret
formation angered many of the students
and faculty, who felt they had no say in
the college’s decision. Nevertheless, in
1964 Milwaukee-Downer College shut its
doors, and Lawrence College reopened as

community has its own part in helping the
new immigrants. The Hmong-American
partnership plans to hash out a roadmap
that provides a plan of action for the newcomers’ integration into the community.
Using federal and state grants, they plan
to assist with casework and the employment of this large group of people. Forward
Service Corp, a state nonprofit agency, will
also be working to start their financial
lives. The W-2 program through the state
government they are using will hopefully
train immigrants and employ them for jobs
within the first year.
The Kiwanis Club of the Fox Cities
is deeply involved in supporting the new
additions to the community. They plan to
support a large furniture drive so families may transition quickly into their own
homes. They are accepting “apartmentlike” furniture that will work for a variety
residence types. Many will begin by renting rooms within Appletonians’ homes or

small apartments, as other immigrants to
the area have done in the past. The donations will be awarded with receipts for tax
reasons, making this drive a constructive
venture within the nonprofit community.
This effort is an encouraging sign of organized help for the new refugees.
Many Lawrentians are gearing up to
volunteer at the Fox Valley Literacy Council,
which plans to help many of the refugees with English speaking and reading.
This is an excellent experience for students
to test their teaching skills and feel useful within the greater Appleton community. Conversely, it is an incredibly valuable
resource the community provides for free
to anyone who applies. It provides private
tutoring on an individual basis, instead of
the larger classes available at UW-Fox for a
nominal fee.
Lawrence University itself has also
decided to involve itself in the efforts. The
old North Shore bank building on College

Avenue was purchased earlier this year
without a clear plan for its use. While officials determine what it will be on campus,
the Kiwanis are using it as a headquarters
for donations. It is there that all the money
and goods given by community members
will be sorted and allocated. The university
took the opportunity to do some good with
their extra resources, as congruent with the
rest of the community.
The newest round of refugees coming to the Fox Valley do not come from the
same part of the world. They have been
sent to America for a variety of reasons,
falling within the broad definition of “having a well-founded fear of persecution” that
limits their safety within their own country.
These valley organizations seem to realize
how difficult this transition will be for the
refugees and are taking constructive action
to ease the new residents’ acclimation.

beginning of the third period, sent right
into the top corner of the net. The Lions
quickly retaliated with a shot that slipped
between Soderqvist’s pads and the pipes,
cutting the score to 3-1. After a charging penalty put the Vikings down a man,
Finlandia capitalized with a power play

goal to make it a one-goal game.
A series of gorgeous passes set up
Roubos to complete his hat trick at 10:51.
Engler and Thoren collaborated to pick up
their second and third assists of the night,
respectively. Although the shot margin was
smaller—31-28 in Lawrence’s favor—the

Viking attempts found their target more
effectively, and the defense worked successfully to aid Soderqvist, who made 26 saves
to pick up the victory. Finlandia made 27
saves with two different goalies in the net.
The Vikings will face No. 1 St. Norbert
College in the NCHA quarterfinals.

Lawrence enters relief effort for new refugees in the Fox Valley
Adriane Melchert
For The Lawrentian

____________________________________________

As 75 refugees enter Appleton from
the Democratic Republic of Congo, Iraq and
Myanmar, they seek help from the community at large to become acclimated and
financially stable in their new environment.
Appleton and the surrounding area has
welcomed refugees in the past, including
thousands of Hmong people between 1980
and 2005. The greater Fox Cities will also
be experiencing an influx with this cycle of
immigrants, with refugees from a variety
of war-torn countries in Eastern Europe,
Arabia and Northwestern Africa. With this
practice comes some experience in relief
work, but there are several challenges that
the area will have to face. At a glance, there
are several organizations that will be making a big difference in this transitional
period.
The same above-mentioned Hmong

Hockey

continued from page 4

Lawrence’s lead to 2-0.
Engler and freshman Ryan Robertson
assisted Roubos in a beautiful goal at the
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Secret life of our staff: Pa Lee Moua
Alan Duff

Opinions & Editorials Editor

______________________________

The only full-time staff member of Lawrence University’s Office of
Multicultural Affairs (OMA), Pa Lee
Moua has been a one-woman army, providing ideas and resources on diversity,
culture and different demographics to
Lawrence University and the Fox Cities
region for nearly five years, and it’s paid
off in more than one way.
Last year, if I had interviewed Moua
in her office, it would have required
going to the east side of the Quad along
Mead Street and entering the cramped
two-story building next to ORC. Now the
newly furbished Diversity Center is in
one of the most frequented buildings by
upperclassman at Lawrence University:
Memorial Hall.
So what is the job of a dean like?
“Fun and never the same,” Moua laughs.
“So for example I spend time one-on-one
with students providing personal and
cultural support, run diversity training
programs on campus and in [the] community. I work on MLK Day collaborations and the President’s Committee on
Multicultural Affairs and advise CODA,
[…] I speak in classrooms on Hmong
culture sometimes and oversee the daily
operations of Office of Multicultural
Affairs, and the Diversity Center.” As an
aside: The Office of Multicultural Affairs
is the department and the Diversity
Center a physical space where events

Photo by Michael Hubbard

are hosted and students hang out.
Are there future plans for OMA?
“Tough question,” Moua pauses. “I hope
that we continue to be much more visible to the Lawrence community and
greater Fox cities community. I want to
incorporate more programming and services that reflect the population of our
students. For example, first generation

and transfer students. Diversity is not
just about race, but a really broad spectrum that encompasses many demographics so that all our students, faculty
and staff utilize these resources to help
students with personal and professional
development.” She smiles. “Another full
time worker would be great.”
Put simply, Moua embodies her

job; she has an equally diverse background. “I was born in Thailand,” she
says. “My family came over in 1984
when I was about five years old and
settled in California.” Then “we moved
to Wisconsin to be closer to family and
relatives.” Doing so was invaluable and
helped retain her native tongue. “I speak
fluent Hmong, [but] I am still in the
process of learning to read and write
it expertly. Growing up in the United
States, Hmong was never offered in high
school or college.”
What college was that? “I went to
Fox Valley Technical College, then transferred to Lakeland College, a small liberal arts college like Lawrence. Afterwards
I received my graduate degree at
University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh.”
During this time, Moua also worked at
these schools. Her degrees are in education as well as administration. Outside
of school, Moua says she loves cooking.
“I’m a great cook, so I encourage everyone to come to my noodle fest in April.”
Disclaimer: In the final part of the
interview, the writer turned up the heat
to ask the one question that should
be part of any “secret life” interview:
What was the silliest thing Moua did in
college? She pauses for only a second,
“I love watermelon and I won a watermelon eating contest by consuming two
whole watermelons within five minutes.
Wait. Ten minutes.”
If you ever want to talk with the
Dean of Multicultural Affairs, you know
where to find her.

Catching Up On the 2014 Oscar-Nominated Films
Nebraska

Recaps and recommendations from the Editorial Board

A man and his aging father take a
roadtrip across the country.
Watch if...you like a more quiet exoloration of family relationships.

Gravity

Blue Jasmine
The fall-from-grace by social climbing
Jasmine. After the end of her marriage to a wealthy businessman, she
must lower herself to living with her
sister in a run-down apartment in San
Francisco.
Watch if....you want to feel unhopeful about your future, cry and watch
Cate Blanchett cry...beautifully.

Captain Jack Sparrow may have
upped the profile of pirates but
Captain Phillips, starring an old favorite Tom Hanks, presents the real, modern issue of Somali pirates.
Watch if...you want a good, old-fashioned America-beats-the-bad-boys
tale. Also be warned, there is quite
a bit of blood and guts, so if you’re
squeemish you might want to skip
out.

A tale of survival wherein astronauts
repairing the Hubble Telescope are
disconnected from the craft. They are
forced to try to get to a space station
and then back to earth.
Watch if...you’re looking for a short,
visually-stunning film that’s more
than just a space odyssey.

Captain Phillips

12 Years a Slave
According to senior Tara Jensen,
Solomon Northup, well-established
fiddler from the North, after trying
to get a freelance job at the circus, is
kidnapped and taken to the South,
where he is sold into slavery.
Considered the favorite nomination
for this year, you should watch if....
you are ready to reckon with serious,
graphic depictions of slavery.

Her
An eccentric writer falls in love with
his computer.
Watch if...you want to feel better
about your love life.

Dallas Buyers Club
Two HIV positive people form an
unlikely partnernship to supply alternative HIV drugs from Mexico to the
people of Dallas.
Watch if... you want to learn the history of HIV/AIDS.

Philomena
Based on a true story, Philomena
tells the story of a woman’s search
for the son she was forced to give up
decades ago.
Watch if... you can stomach a rollercoaster ride of emotions and heartwrenching twist.

American Hustle

A young stockbroker falls victim to
the greed and excess of Wall Street.

According to Photo Editor Nathan
Lawrence, this is the story of a con
man and his mistress who get picked
up by a semi-psychotic FBI agent,
who ends up making them do stuff
for him. In then end, the agent’s wife
screws it up.

Watch if...you want to hate on Wall
Street whilst also understanding why
people fall victim to greed.

Watch if... you want to see Louis C.K.
get hit over the head with a telephone.

The Wolf of Wall Street

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

8

21 Feb. 2014

THE LAWRENTIAN

Newly established Slam Poetry Club hosts first open mic event
Bryan Cebulski
Staff Writer

_____________________

Writers at Lawrence have
gathered under organizations like
Tropos and the Creative Writing
Club (CWC) to showcase their
work and to help each other
improve. While CWC does have
workshops and while Tropos does
hold tri-annual poetry readings,
there are always more ways for
writers to express and perform
their work. One such way is slam
poetry, a more modern form of
poetic expression that seeks to
capture emotional intensity
through passionate speech and
mannerisms.
Freshmen Mary Malina and
Tierra Masupha began Slam
Poetry Club (SPC) last month, thus
giving Lawrence an outlet for this
form of expression and performance. Their first event was an
open mic night held in the cinema
last Friday, Feb. 14.
“We started SPC because we
were part of a slam poetry club in
high school and saw it change the
lives of the students who participated,” explained Masupha. “We
wanted that for Lawrence. We
wanted to see slam poetry motivate people to inspire, connect
and express.”
The event incorporated

Youtube videos of slam poetry
from national competitions to
give students examples of the
form’s potential. These included:
A trio of students performing an
anguished piece on race, class
and violence; a piece on “being an
alternate” by Malina; and a comical and critical piece on the sexualization of women as observed
through Halloween costumes.
These videos helped break up the
student performances and set the
evening’s vibe.
As for the students, about a
dozen took to the mic. They discussed various topics, including
but not limited to race relations,
self-worth, gender inequality,
love, suicide, LGBT issues and, of
course, the ever popular heartbreak. One student performed
a heartfelt piece on lesbian
romance, while another read from
a chapbook written by her mother.
Some poems were soft and sweet
while others were brutal and raw.
There was even some improvisational poetry and karaoke. While
at first attendees were apprehensive about stepping up to the mic,
things began to flow smoothly
once the event found its rhythm.
In the future, SPC hopes to
bring guest poets like Ise Lyfe to
Lawrence and to set up similar
“ground-breaking empowerment
events.” Malina and Masupha hope
that these big events, along with

Junior Jazmin Astwood takes the stage with a powerful performance at Slam Poetry Club’s inaugural event.
Photo by Michael Hubbard

semi-frequent open mic nights,
will work toward accomplishing
the club’s goals of inspiration,
connection and expression.
Outlining other general aims
for the club, Masupha also stressed
the importance of diversity on
campus and breaking barriers
between individuals. Slam poetry,
due to its passionate nature and
the common topics it sheds light

upon, is also very much related to
activism. Raising awareness then
ties into SPC’s goals of creating an
open space for students to share
and connect.
Masupha further elaborates on the difference between
slam poetry and regular poetry:
“Reading a poem doesn’t have the
same expression, life and originality. But performing a poem has

expression, life and originality.
Slam poetry can’t be written by
anyone but you. It’s your thoughts,
words, ideas and emotions and no
one else’s. Slam poetry gives the
inner voice volume.”
Slam Poetry Club meets
every Friday night from 7:30
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the Diversity
Center. Stop by if you’d like to get
involved!

Choirs to perform at ACDA conference Nelson does “The Da Vinci
Anna Buchholz
Staff Writer

________________________

Two Lawrence University
choirs will be taking performances outside of our Memorial Chapel
to Des Moines, Iowa at the end
of March as part of the American
Choral Director’s Association
(ACDA) North Central conference.
Led by Assistant Professors of
Music Stephen Sieck and Phillip A.
Swan, co-directors of choral studies at Lawrence, Concert Choir
and Cantala will each perform
at the conference for music educators, students and composers
from around the country.
The ACDA is a non-profit
music education organization that
promotes excellence in choral
music through performance, composition, publication, research
and teaching, as well as being an

advocate for choral music in society. The North Central contingent
is one of seven geographic divisions of ACDA, which includes
Iowa, Nebraska, North Dakota,
Minnesota, South Dakota and
Wisconsin.
Senior Jon Stombres filled
me in on how the choirs received
this opportunity, what they will
be doing and other details about
this trip.
Members of ACDA attend the
conference and can go to various workshops, performances,
music reading sessions, and
other lectures and discussions.
The performers at the conference are audition-based and open
to college choirs and select high
school choirs. The recorded audition must include repertoire performed by the ensemble in the
past few years. Concert Choir
and Cantala will be featured next
to choirs from the University of

Minnesota-Duluth, UW-Eau Claire,
Gustavus Adolphus College,
Luther College and Wartburg
College, among others.
Stombres told me that, “It is
a huge honor for us to be asked
to perform and amazing that
both Concert [Choir] and Cantala
will be attending.” Junior Morgen
Moraine echoed these feelings,
saying, “I’m very excited to go and
sing, I think it’s a great opportunity to represent Lawrence. This is
special because both choirs have
been accepted and there is not a
special group for smaller schools,
so we were auditioning next to
every school that submitted this
year and we’re definitely showing
the Lawrence standard by having
both choirs represented the same
year.”
Moraine told me that the
theme of the conference is diver-

that Jeff is, in fact, sitting on the
toilet.
This quirky opening encapsulates the overall appeal of “Jeff,
Who Lives at Home.” The film
laughs at itself, but also reveals a
very real moment of human confusion. This absurd yet believable
combination of existential tension
and bodily function is what makes
viewers relate to a character in
the throes of a life transition.
Jeff is an unemployed, basement-dwelling,
pot-smoking
30-year-old who cohabitates with
his mother, played by the very
compelling Susan Sarandon. The
film’s plot covers a day in the
life of this family. Incidentally,
this particular day is the mother’s
birthday, and also the day that Jeff
is confronted by his older brother,
Pat, played by Ed Helms.
Affable, stoned and unassum-

ing Jeff tries to seek out his destiny for the day, but is restricted
by his mother’s expectations for
a day spent outside the house and
his brother’s expectations for him
to be dissatisfied with his socially
unacceptable state.
Pat is only moderately financially successful and feels superior
to Jeff, but his Porsche does little
to disguise the cynicism that has
come to define him and place him
in diametric opposition to his lateblooming, daydreaming, hopeful
baby brother. These estranged
brothers are forced to interact
over a daylong wild-goose chase
that features a mugging, candy,
adultery, wood glue and several
near-death experiences.
Jay and Mark Duplass, brothers and colleagues, directed this

See page 9

Duplass brothers feature indie charm
Anastasia Skliarova
Staff Writer

__________________________

“Everyone and everything is
interconnected in this universe.
Stay pure of heart and you will see
the signs. Follow the signs and you
will uncover your destiny.”
This inspirational number—
which sounds eerily like one
of the many recycled pieces of
advice geared to 20-somethings
these days—is the opening quote
of “Jeff, Who Lives at Home.”
Surprisingly, it is attributed not
to an ancient philosopher but
to the titular character, Jeff. The
next scene reveals a pensive Jason
Segal, who plays Jeff, in the middle
of an earnest conversation with
himself, loudly questioning his
fate, his role in the universe. Then
the camera pans out and reveals

See page 9

Code” better in “Rex Mundi”
Henry Dykstal
Staff Writer

__________________________

Pity Arvid Nelson. He got there
first. Dan Brown’s “The DaVinci
Code” came out in 2003 and got
the millions of copies sold and
the movie version, even though
both renditions of the story were
terrible (except for Paul Bettany
as Silas, of course). Arvid Nelson’s
comic series “Rex Mundi” started
in 2003 and faded into obscurity,
and not even a potential adaptation starring Johnny Depp as the
lead can help.
Nelson does, however, have
one thing he can always hang over
Brown, which is that he has made
unquestionably the superior
work, with both volumes collected in two omnibus editions from
“Hellboy” publisher Dark Horse
Comics.
“Rex Mundi” begins in 1933,
when Dr. Julien Sauniere is woken
up in the middle of the night by
his childhood guardian, a priest
named Father Marin, who is trembling with fear. A rare scroll he
was responsible for is missing,
and he needs to have it found
quickly. Julien helps him to find
the thief, only to find her killed in
a seemingly ritualistic manner.
The next evening, Father
Marin’s house is blown up with
him still inside. Sauniere, swearing vengeance, vows to discover
the murderer and plunges into
a vast conspiracy involving the
descendants of Christ, magic and
mysterious blue apples, among
other things.
“Rex Mundi” is different from
many conspiracy thriller stories
in two ways: It is a comic book,
with art done by Eric J. in the
first half of the story and Juan

Ferraya in the second, that takes
excellent advantage of the medium, interspersing the story with
text excerpts describing events
explaining what’s going on in the
world, as well as being as detailed
as a Wes Anderson film with its
illustrations.
The second is that, unlike
“The Da Vinci Code,” “Rex Mundi”
takes place in an alternate reality,
one so different that there’s no way
to tell where everything changed.
The USA has been split into two,
the Protestant Reformation never
happened and there is no Nazi
threat, though the villain of the
story, the Duke of Lorraine, eventually takes the place of Hitler
in that universe, with his focus
on Christian dominance instead of
Jewish extermination.
But if “Rex Mundi” is anything, it is a powerful call for the
unification and cooperation of
religions. Nelson, who is a member of the Baha’i faith, practically
bases the thrilling climax of the
story around this idea, suggesting that arguing about superficial
differences when all religion basically teaches the same thing is
fundamentally insane.
Though he doesn’t let that get
in the way. Even though it’s got as
much religion as Umberto Eco’s
classic “The Name of the Rose,”
Nelson takes after Eco in making
sure his ideas don’t get in the way
of his story. And it is a damn good
story, filled with thrills, romance,
suspense and high concepts. If
you aren’t a comics reader, or are
thinking of starting, you could do a
lot worse than “Rex Mundi,” which
deserves to be spoken of with the
highest regard in both the thriller
genre and the comics medium.
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Katie Taber
Staff Writer

_______________________

Eli Edelman, senior percussion performance major, is gearing up for his senior recital on
Saturday, March 1 at 1 p.m. He
will be playing pieces from a
variety of genres on a variety
of different percussion instruments.
Over the course of his music
career, Edelman has dabbled in
plenty of instruments, including trumpet and piano. However,
the rhythm and particular beauty only attainable through percussion has always been his
calling from an early age. Says
Edelman, “Since I was five, I was
asking my parents for drums.”
His parents responded by buying him a set of bongos. At seven,
he got a drum set. He has always
loved the rhythm of percussion
and has been drawn towards it
throughout his whole life.
One of the reasons Edelman
chose to attend Lawrence
University four years ago was
because of the many world
music groups across campus. While he has always been

interested in world music, he is
particularly interested in AfroCuban music.
Edelman first fell in love with
the Afro-Cuban style of music
during his first trip to Cuba.
During his time at Lawrence,
Edelman has traveled to Cuba
twice, gaining more knowledge
of the music with each trip.
The Afro-Cuban style of
music travelled to Cuba along
with slaves from Africa. As a
result, the music is traditionally taught orally, has not been
written down and can only be
learned by ear.
Luckily for Edelman, his
trips to Cuba have provided him
with a large repertoire of AfroCuban music. The only way for
him to learn more of the music
is to find others’ recordings of
the music and teach it to himself.
When asked his favorite
element of Afro-Cuban music,
Edelman responded with a simple, “Everything.”
Edelman’s recital consists of
a variety of pieces performed
on the marimba as well as multiple sets of drums. The first half
of the performance will include
Vals Venezolanos, Almendra and
Rondino.

The second half of the recital is when the Afro-Cuban side
of Edelman’s musical taste will
come out. He has arranged
his own compilation of the
music for his performance. His
arrangement is half an hour long
and relates a folklore story to
the audience.
This special music is traditionally only played in ceremonies and other private settings. His friends and one of his
instructors are going to assist
in the performance in order to
make the rendition as true to its
normal setting as possible.
Although Edelman is a talented musical artist, his talents
extend outside of the realm of
performance. In addition to percussion, he is majoring in history with a double minor in Latin
American studies and Spanish.
He is a five-year student, and
will be on campus again next
year, although he’ll be focusing
more on the history major.
Stop by Harper Hall on
March 1 if you’d like to discover a new genre of music! The
recital will host a variety of different styles of music, and will
be enjoyable for all with a taste
for rhythm.

Photo by Nathan Lawrence

Famed guitarist St. Vincent releases eponymous fourth album
Ethan Perushek
Staff Writer

_____________________

Annie Clark, more commonly
referred to by the stage name St.
Vincent, is an eccentric, brilliant
musician who is one of the most
inventive guitarists around. Her
self-titled fourth studio album is
an absolute masterwork to add to
her three previous phenomenal
albums. A grungy work of loud
guitar, brilliant vocals and massive
changes of pace, Clark described
the album in a recent interview as
“a party album you could play at a
funeral.” “St. Vincent” is a colossal
effort from one of the most exciting voices around.
The album hits the ground
sprinting with “Rattlesnake,” an
autobiographical song in which
Clark depicts her terrified reaction upon almost stepping on a
rattlesnake while completely

ACDA
continued from page 8

sity, so the repertoire of each
choir will represent a variety of
time periods, styles and cultures.
Concert Choir’s concert line-up
includes early music of the 1600s
through to the present day and
spans works from traditions of
early European style through
Russia, Latvia, India, America and
Italy.
Stombres is president of the
newly formed chapter of ACDA
at Lawrence, and he is organizing an extended stay at the con-

naked during a midnight walk in
Texas. The song rattles along with
a warped synth beat cruising in
the background as Clark rips it on
the guitar. Her guitar solo near the
end of the song is an absolutely
killer way to round out a great
starting track. We move right
into “Birth in Reverse,” a poppy
beat accented by Clark’s distorted
guitar and eloquent lyrics about
death. This is what makes Clark so
brilliant: No matter how great and
unique her guitar is, her vocals
and lyrics still never miss a beat.
Following “Birth in Reverse”
is “Prince Johnny,” a slower tune
featuring clever lyrics: “Remember
the time we went and snorted /
the piece of the berlin wall that
you extorted.” The song is actually
quite a powerful “short story,” as
Clark puts it, that outlines someone just looking to be “real.” “Huey
Newton” is the next song, a slower
ballad that quickly changes pace
and moves into a really distorted
ference for anyone interested in
staying, particularly music educators who can attend additional
sessions and meet other educators. The conference also includes
performances by headlining special guest choirs such as Schola
Cantorum de Mexico, Cantus, and
Ulsan Metropolitan Chorus of
South Korea.
A big congratulations goes to
Concert Choir and Cantala as they
head to Iowa at the end of the
term to represent Lawrence at this
event celebrating choral music. As
Moraine said, “I’m excited to simply go and make wonderful music
with my fellow Lawrentians!”

grunge song halfway through, a
change that is unexpected but
smoothly executed.
Then we move onto “Digital
Witness,” the most popular single
of the album. This song comes
complete with a brass section, like
that of her collaboration album
with David Byrne (of the Talking
Heads) “Love the is Giant.” “Digital
Witness” features smooth guitar,
a quirky brass section, a badass
music video and some of the
best lyrics of the album: “People
turn the TV on, it looks just like
a window.” Next there’s another
incredible change in pace with “I
Prefer Your Love,” a slower tune
that bops along with beautifully
thought-provoking lyrics, such
as, “Forgive me of all these bad
thoughts / I plant into the faces
in the fog / But all the good in me
is because of you / It’s true / I, I
prefer your love to Jesus.”
Clark picks it right back up
again with “Regret,” a tune accent-

Duplass

continued from page 8
film in 2011 and tend to present
a warts-and-all perspective of cinematography. Their earlier film,
“Cyrus,” also plays with dramatic
themes related to flawed family
life. Death, divorce, spectrums of
sexuality and betrayal are just a
few of the subjects covered.
Consistent with their style,
some scenes are so awkward you
cannot help but cringe, and others are so genuinely moving you
end up crying in the Somerset

ed by her aggressive distorted guitar and great imagery: “Summer
is as faded as a lone cicada call /
Memory so bright I gotta squint
just to recall.” Here, Clark references the idea of a party record
for a funeral: It’s a melancholic
song that is so upbeat. “Bring Me
Your Loves” is up next with an
absolutely funky guitar riff that is
nothing but infectious. Lyrically
it’s not as deep, but it’s so much
fun you can’t help but smile and
dance.
Following “Bring me your
Loves” is “Psychopath,” another
more typical St. Vincent song with
that poppy beat matched with a
heavy guitar. It’s the least spectacular song on the album, but
nonetheless another solid addition to the canon. The penultimate
effort on the album is “Every Tear
Disappears,” which demonstrates
Clark’s ability to make some songs
very endearingly creepy. There’s
a ghostly-feeling synth that runs

parallel to another one of her
funkier beats.
The final tune, “Severed
Crossed Fingers,” is a slower song,
with lyrics like “Well you stole
the heart right out my chest /
Changed the words that I know
best / Found myself with crossed
fingers in the rubble there.” It’s
a terribly sad song that ends the
album on a similar note. But there
is a weirdly uplifting feel to the
ending that caps off that strange
feeling of a funeral party.
An interviewer recently told
St. Vincent that “I think the public
perception is that you’re one of
the most interesting guitar players around.” Her response was an
endearingly short “Cool.” Well, St.
Vincent, this album is more than
cool. It’s absolutely incredible.
You can purchase “St.
Vincent” starting Monday, Feb. 24,
or you can stream it now for free
on NPR.com

room. Allegedly. “Jeff, Who Lives
at Home” feels like the lovechild
of “Little Miss Sunshine” and
“Stepbrothers” and, despite mediocre reviews, deserves more artistic credit.
The actors do not look like
Hollywood starlets, the locations
are suburban and the set design
usually features hauntingly familiar tacky wallpaper, but because
of the sincerity in both acting and
production, these would-be blemishes become tactile points of connection between a film and its
audience.
We can run with a breathless
Sega;, we can cry with Helms in

a bathtub and we can occasionally find moments of serenity on
a dilapidated sofa after a surprising day. We can empathize. These
characters struggle to find meaning in seemingly ordinary lives
and we, the audience, have the
privilege of finding meaning in
their struggle.
Even though the film is less
than ninety minutes long—very
short, very sweet—the breadth
and depth of the familial matters
addressed are impressive. “Jeff,
Who Lives at Home” is currently
available on Netflix. Enjoy the
subtlety of this emotional roller
coaster.
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STAFF EDITORIAL
An unfortunate truth about networking
By now many Lawrentians, but especially seniors, are beginning to consider the prospect of ditching
old jeans for slacks and sharing a cubicle with a disenchanted fifty-something worker in the ‘real world.’
It can be a sobering thought. Adding to this frustration is the often-necessary process of networking.

Presented as a casual chance to simply converse with people whom one wouldn’t normally socialize with in order to wring out a job, or at least job connections, networking can often feel like nothing
more than applicants sipping cocktails and slipping in their accomplishments to bait their superiors.
While genuine connections certainly are made, these events can be exhausting because there is always
a Machiavellian bent to the conversations.
One of the criticisms aimed at liberal arts colleges is that they don’t arm students with the right
tools to hold their own in the job world. And when it comes to networking, it’s understandable why
Lawrentians might be at a disadvantage. Cooped up in the 84 acres of campus, there is little chance for
interactions with anyone other than fellow students, faculty and staff, who often share a lot of the same
values and experiences. Over the course of four years, the bubble can create an insular and familiar community. So when Lawrentians encounter a suit in a job fair who might even dare to be fiscally conservative, it can come as a shock that Lawrentians can’t simply ‘be themselves,’ as they would in the classroom.

Àt places like job fairs and other networking events, it is clear that one must edit, parse and conceal
parts of oneself, like a resume, to make the most of the connections available. It can feel fake and dishonest. While in an ideal world we wouldn’t have to edit ourselves to succeed, it’s an important skill to
have. The concession, then, and the way to get around it, is to recognize that employers are all too aware
of this, as well. We’re all trapped in this cycle, so embrace the solidarity and start practicing that smile.

Try quitting Facebook for just a week
Danny Davis
Staff Writer

________________________

PHOTO
POLL

On the Sunday, Feb. 9, I deactivated my Facebook account and
reactivated it the next Sunday
when I returned from a reading period ski trip. Here’s what I
learned:
It feels really good to abstain
from Facebook. Try it, I promise
its going to be okay. I understand
you have friends who are now
scattered across the country, and
probably the rest of the world, and
you need Facebook to maintain a
presence in their lives. It doesn’t
even have to be an active relationship. Just seeing your name
immediately associates you with a
specific set of memories pertaining to your Facebook friends.
As long as your posts keep
coming up on their news feed,
the memories they associate with
you will never die. That is, for it’s
own sake, extremely important.
Except, most of your time spent
on Facebook is probably spent
aimlessly browsing through your
news feed.
Before I quit Facebook, I
would scroll through my news
feed the moment I woke up and
immediately before I went to bed.
Before and after meals, classes,
workouts and parties. When I cut
this out of my life cold turkey, if
only for a week, I saved myself

about an extra hour each day.
Even though that time saved was
spread out during the day, there
was a noticeable feeling that my
days were longer. After one day, I
started to really enjoy this feeling.
I know it’s super hard to
resist going on Facebook. Even
if you have iron willpower, you’ll
immediately go through odd withdrawal symptoms. For me, personally, they took on the form of
these little muscle memory itches
where I would feel the urge to
flick my index finger down to the
taskbar and open up Facebook.
Each time you have the itch to
open Facebook, fight with all your
power to resist it.
The best way to overcome this
was to have a sort of mephedrone
site that I could immediately
go to until the itch to check my
Facebook went away. For me these
were news sites like The New York
Times and The Washington Post
op-ed pages, naturally. It could be
Buzzfeed, YouTube or even your
school email, but having this backup site will really help kick the
habit.
You don’t miss out on much.
Personally, my news feed had
accumulated a lot of information that I was never interested
in. Part of what made this selfimposed restraint so successful
was because by forbidding myself
to go on Facebook, I was forced to
get up and seek out more small
and casual interactions with the
people around me. Those casual

interactions, as I learned very
quickly, were much more valuable
than scrolling through my news
feed. Which leads me to my next
point.
Think on the disconnect between who you are on
Facebook and who you are in real
life. That’s about how much you’re
getting from everybody else
you’re friends with on Facebook.
Because we naturally put the best
parts of ourselves on Facebook,
our profiles essentially become a
social résumé. In the same way an
employer can’t really understand
an interviewee’s personality by
their business achievements, we
too aren’t really getting the full
picture from each other about
who we are as individuals.
So, returning to the point of
maintaining a presence in other
peoples lives, be wary of the fact
that the presence you maintain
for people on their news feeds is
very far removed from the real
you, which suddenly makes your
presence on Facebook seem far
less valuable than before, as well
as the value of what shows up on
your news feed.
The experiment was a really
positive experience, and I encourage everybody to try deactivating
your account for even a week.
Though I find myself back to old
habits, I’ll know that whenever
I’m ready, I can muster the willpower to reap the benefits of a
spiritual break from Facebook.

Will Doreza
Columnist

_________________________

Dear Will,
I’m a gay guy and I’d like to
come out to the Lawrence community. Lawrence is pretty friendly to
the LGBTQ community, but I’m not
sure how my friends will react—
especially my guy friends. Should
I come out, and how should I tell
them?
-Closeted in Colman
Dear Closeted,
I was in this position a year
ago—and when I give you advice,
I’ll be pretty honest about what I
went through while considering
the fact that your circumstances
are probably vastly different from
mine. Nevertheless, there are definite things you can do to ensure
that it’s an empowering and fulfilling experience.
First, think about what “coming out” means practically. Are
you just looking to tell your close
friends? If you want to truly come
out publicly, you have to make
sure you are prepared for everyone in your life to know. There’s
no watertight way to contain it
if you’re not asking every single
person for their discretion, and
as long as you’re working in any
capacity to keep it a secret, you
won’t get the empowering benefits of a true coming out.
If you decide you’re ready
for this big step, you then need
to consider how you’ll actually
accomplish it. Instead of telling a
few people and letting it slowly
leak out, I believe in the importance of providing a way for people to give you active affirmation.
I did this, for example, through a
Facebook status.
You may not like the idea

Tennis

continued from page 4

guys’ effort.”
Moving ahead, the Vikings
look forward to a season full of
tough Midwest Conference matches. “Having a small team this year,
our goal is to stay healthy so we
don’t have to forfeit any matches
in conference,” says Jumes. “Other
than that, we hope to have a lot
of fun and produce some great

of coming out over a Facebook
status, but it provides a way for
people to respond and give their
support, which I believe is a crucial part of coming out. Public
acknowledgement and acceptance
can be very empowering and help
you embrace life as an openly gay
person.
I’m tempted to assure you
that Lawrence is a very accepting community. I have never worried about discrimination or hate
while I was here. However, it’s a
constantly changing place, with
hundreds of new people coming
in every year, so while you should
never be ashamed of who you are,
be prepared to find opposition in
the most unexpected places.
You also seem to be worried
about being treated differently by
others—your “guy friends,” for
example. Sure, there may be awkward moments where your wellmeaning friends adjust to talking
about your sexuality, but having
people treat you differently is
actually part of the process.
By “treating you differently,”
I mean acknowledging, respecting and helping to eliminate the
pain you’ve experienced by living
a huge part of your life in secret.
Because there is a system of privilege and oppression that we face,
it is absolutely important that our
allies seek to acknowledge and
eliminate ways in which we are
oppressed.
Congratulations on this huge
step in your journey! I’m confident in saying that no matter what
happens, this is absolutely for the
best. Keep reminding yourself that
coming out shouldn’t be about
the people who oppose you, but
rather a time to gain the support
and acknowledgment of people
who support and love you.
With much love and respect,
Will

results no matter who we play.”
To be competitive in the conference, the Vikings need to focus on
their fundamental skills and consistent execution. “It’s important
that we’re competitive and doing
the little things to win matches,”
said DeCorte.
As long as the Vikings remain
focused on achieving their goals,
they will be a very tough team to
beat. The men’s tennis team’s next
match will be on Friday, Feb. 21 at
Concordia University.

“Speak in an Australian
Accent Day”
-Benjamin Meunier

Photo poll by
Nathan Lawrence

“What is an
alternative
celebration
to Valentine’s Day?”

Coming out at Lawrence

“National Toppers Day”
-Jon Stombres

“Siblings’ Day”
-Isabel Dammann
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Consider more than two options with gender-neutrality in video games
Lily Risdall
Staff Writer

________________________

Lawrence has seen quite a bit
of discussion about gender-neutral bathrooms recently. However,
bathrooms are not the only place
where gender-neutrality is an
issue. While the stark dichotomy
between bathroom doors may be
the simplest demonstration of
how gendered our lives are, media
also plays a massive role in creating gender. Video games may be
the most problematic, yet promising, medium to create gender.
Video games have come a
long way in a short time. When I
was a young nerd in the nineties,
most games had only one option
of player character. He was usually male, with a few exceptions.
“Pokémon Crystal,” released to the
West in 2001, was the first of its
series to offer a female option.
While representation of women
in gaming is still lacking, something came from nothing in just
a few years. The industry evolves
rapidly, so player characters may
soon be beyond male or female.
Despite
that
progress,
most games remain stuck at the
same intersection of two bathroom doors. In games where the
player creates their avatar, they

must choose to be either male or
female. Identifying their gender
is one of the first choices a player
makes after their name, and they
cannot opt out. “The Elder Scrolls:
Skyrim,” the “Mass Effect” series
and the most recent “Pokémon”
games all require the player to
choose between male or female.
However, this question of gender is
unnecessary. The
a b ove - m e n t i o n e d
games all feature
extensive character creation. Hair
color, eye color,
nose shape and,
occasionally, species are all up to
the player. Why,
then, are there
only two choices for gender?
Adding more choices
is not necessarily the
solution. Someone is
still left out. Rather,
removing the choice
and the binary altogether may be the best
resolution.
With the character-creators many
games have, adding gender is redundant when the player
can just make their avatar look
as masculine or feminine as they
please. “The End” is a browser

game where the player platforms
and puzzles through the afterlife.
They also get to create their own
avatar without specifying a gender. Creating a very masculine or
feminine avatar is easy, but there
is no prompt to define them as
either male or female.
Players who identify as
either male or female will not
miss the question, and players
who prefer neither will appre-

gendered humanoid characters.
Pikachu and Kirby, for example,
are both technically male in their
respective series, but the casual
player would not be able to tell
from the character-select screen.
Also, Kirby is a fluffy pink ball
with a permanent blush. He does
not easily fit into any human category of gender. His non-humanoid
nature makes him beyond gender.
He still uses masculine pronouns,

ciate the absence of the
binary choice. In the case of nonhuman characters, this issue is
much simpler. Some of the available characters in “Super Smash
Bros.” provide non-obviously
gendered alternatives to the

but nothing about Kirby himself
informs the viewer of his gender.
While gender-neutral avatars certainly have their uses, by
no means does every video game
need them. Player-created avatars
are a blank slate for the player to

touching my luggage.
Four hours and 1,451 miles
later, I was transferring in Doha,
Qatar when I was asked once again
to step away from the line. An official from U.S. Homeland Security
courteously interrogated me and
we chatted about subjects ranging
from my siblings’ nationalities to
his sole experience in Appleton
and drinking beer at a football
game. I was pleasantly surprised
by the lack of time and hassle
involved with this interrogation
and I was directed towards security, but it was only upon reaching
the checkpoint that I discovered
the ordeal wasn’t over. I was asked
to go through the regular process
of stripping myself of my jacket,
shoes, belt and wallet and then
asked to empty out my backpack
by a grumpy security official.
My time at O’Hare was yet
another episode, but I have discussed the racial discrimination
at American airports already and
will not dwell on it here. Worth
mentioning, though, is the border
control official’s surprise at military training not being mandatory
in Pakistan and her assumption
that Pakistan did not have higher

educational institutions, given the
large amount of students traveling
to the U.S.
This lengthy narrative was
not a flawed attempt to prove
some form of causality between
beard growth and border control
rigor. It was simply an example
of a much larger issue—that of
being suspicious of unfamiliar
objects and of being stereotypical
towards potential threats. Be it
beards or burqas, there is a tendency to confuse aesthetic choices as religious decisions and to
then categorize these decisions as
potential threats. The fact that my
beard or my fellow passenger’s
burqa is a red flag is reminiscent of horrific instances like the
McCarthy-era communist witchhunt or practices of segregation
across various former colonies.
As the world continues to
globalize, it is crucial that societies open themselves to various cultures and that individuals
familiarize themselves with the
customs of their global cohabitants. Take, for instance, the
varying degrees of head-covering employed by some Muslim
women. There have been heated

debates about the alleged oppression faced by these women as they
have to ‘cage’ themselves in extra
layers of clothing.
A similar debate was conducted on campus this past
Tuesday, Feb. 18. Amnesty
International hosted two panelists who answered questions and
cleared misconceptions concerning the various forms of headcovering among Muslim women.
Although the panelists covered
various topics, including the preIslamic origins of the veil and
the lack of evidence concerning a
binding Islamic obligation to wear
it, perhaps the most crucial part of
the discussion was the assertion
that Muslim women who wear
the veil are more likely to do so by
choice rather than force.
I would like to take this
assertion a step further and argue
that the assumption that veiled
women are oppressed stems from
an ingrained fear of the unfamiliar.
Those who have not been exposed
to alien customs cannot understand that cultural activities differ
from region to region. Individuals
from countries where wearing a
veil is the norm may not necessar-

make up their own story. Often,
the most effective stories grow
out of pre-existing characters.
However, these characters are
usually white males who never
vocalize any distress over their
gender.
“Gone Home” is a recent
indie game to focus more closely
on ideas of gender and sexuality. It’s a theme few games wish
to grapple with, but the critical
success of “Gone Home” suggests
more games may follow suit in the
near future. Most will probably be
by indie developers, but this is an
issue that’s going to take a very
long time to become mainstream.
Currently,
sexism
and
homophobia are major issues in
the video game community, but
video games are also the only
medium that allows its audience
to become completely immersed
in the life and experiences of
another person.
That sympathy may prove a
powerful tool for change. Video
games may have an easier time
adapting gender neutrality than
other forms of media because
gender is less permanent in
games than in film, television or
literature. The medium also has
the ability to evolve much faster to
conform to new norms.

Of beards and burqas: Cultural norms in- and outside the United States
Amaan Khan
Variety Editor

________________________

Returning to the United States
from Winter Break in Pakistan
was tough. The freezing temperatures coupled with rigorous border control procedures made the
task a harrowing affair. However,
the reason for the unusual treatment at O’Hare International
Airport was not lost on me. I had
extended my No-shave-November
facial hair well beyond the penultimate month, my principal
reason being to observe whether
having this untidy excuse for a
beard would cause U.S. Customs
and Border Protection officers to
react any differently that they usually do.
And react differently they
did. However, the discrimination
began before I even landed on
American soil. In Pakistan, I was
asked to step outside the line for
inspection of my suitcase. After
multiple attempts to stare into my
soul and many questions later, the
customs officer let me go without

“National Coffee Day”
-Ali Heiring

“Freshman Studies Day”
-Max Loebl

“Hug the Elderly Day”
-Curran Carlile

“Jellybean Appreciation
Day”
-Taylor Gardner

ily view this activity as oppressive,
but rather may be simply adapting
to their cultural norms as a part
of daily routine. It’s like wearing
jeans.
Let me provide another
example. Imagine a situation
where a nudist questions your
habit of wearing clothes everyday.
You may or may not be comfortable with being told that wearing
clothes is oppressive and that to
be truly liberated, you must strip
bare. Even if you personally have
no problem with that option, not
all individuals may be comfortable
with it. Apply that same logic to
someone who wears the veil voluntarily as a routine. Telling them
that a regular article of clothing
is oppressive and that they must
remove it to be free is not just
unfair to them, but is clearly an
undue invasion of their privacy.
Even if you are not used to it, they
are, and they should have the right
to choose how they dress.
The bottom line is that veiled
women do not necessarily need
saving and can be fully independent individuals despite a covered
head. It is not your right to dictate
how they may or may not dress.
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LUCC Update

WEEK 7
TERM II

The next General Council meeting is Monday, February 24th at 4:45pm in EschHurvis at the Warch Campus Center.
The Sustainability Fund is now taking applications! This fund, started by students and
approved by the board of trustees, has been accruing money for two years and will have
over $40,000 dollars in Spring Term to be used for infrastructural changes on the Lawrence
campus. We want to hear from students about how this money should be used to make our
campus more sustainable. For more information e-mail Kyle Stuckey at kyle.s.stuckey@
lawrence.edu
AIR YOUR GRIEVANCES!
The Lawrence community is invited to attend the LUCC Student Welfare Committee meeting on Tuesday, February 18th, 2014. It will take place in the Arthur Vining Davis Room,
4th floor of Warch, at 11:10 a.m.

Bring your questions, concerns, or ideas regarding student life on campus. Faculty from
ITS, Facility Services, Bon Appetit, and the Library, as well as other student representatives,
will be there to listen to your thoughts. Don’t miss this OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD and
TO EAT FREE FOOD!
If you have any questions, please contact Emily Nordin at emily.j.nordin@lawrence.edu.
The last week of business is Week 8 for Steering Committee and Finance Committee. If you
have an recognition or budget requests, submit those in the next two weeks so that it can
be approved by General Council at either the Week 8 or Week 9 meeting.
LUCC General Council meetings are open to all members of the Lawrence community!
Come share your thoughts and concerns.
Get more information about forms,
deadlines, and current announcements
by visiting the LUCC page (and our blog)
on the Lawrence website! Visit us at
http://www.lawrence.edu/students/
student_life/lucc

Hijab

continued from page 1

esty and a form of pride or honor.
The burqa is even seen as a form
of “portable seclusion,” allowing
women to move outside of the
home while maintaining their privacy.
“When we talk about a cultural sense of modesty, you do have
an individual, but that individual
has a family that would teach that
sense of modesty and peer groups
to enforce it,” Daughtry explained.
“You have a whole cultural environment that plays a role in pressuring how you’re dressing.”
Daughtry
presented
a
University of Michigan survey
showing which styles of female
Muslim dress are thought to be
appropriate in seven Muslim
countries, including the home
countries of students present.
This prompted two students from

We also now have a Twitter page.
Follow us at @LUCC_Lawrence for
updates!
Last but not least, like our page
on Facebook: Lawrence University
Community Council

Pakistan to voice their beliefs that
the ideal full-body coverage of
their country is not the same as
the less-covered dress they see
in reality.
The open discussion brought
up the laws of full coverage in
Saudi Arabia, which is enforced
by government “morality police”
versus the recent laws in France
banning the hijab altogether as
reflecting strict rules of each side.
The discussion mainly focused on
the social pressures and the question of Muslim women’s choice
when it comes to their clothing.
“It is Muslim women’s view
that veiling as a practice is their
way of asserting their views and
their religious beliefs,” Daughtry
said. However, the discussion did
bring up that not all religious
women choose to wear the hijab
and it may depend on their age,
socioeconomic background, and
whether or not there was an

Islamic political party in power at
that time.
A central point of the panel
was how Western feminists critique veiling as a sign of oppression when in reality Western
women are also oppressed. “The
hypocrisy of the West is how they
position themselves as the great
liberators of Islamic women and
use that as a justification for intervention,” Mahoney explained.
“When you think about the
American fashion industry and
American beauty standards, they
are perhaps no more free than cultural views of veiling,” Daughtry
said. She used the phrase “tyranny of fashion,” as coined by
anthropologist Lila Abu-Lughod,
to describe this form of oppression in the West.
Mahoney explained that the
hijab has also been worn historically as a form of political protest
against estern imperialism, colo-
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nialism and hypocrisy. Women
may wear a hijab as a form of
resistance to these things, even if
they are not Muslim.
Tammara Nassar, a freshman
and a native of Amman, Jordan,
attended the panel and expressed
her thoughts on the Western
hypocrisy of the veil.
“A lot of my friends view the
hijab as a form of resistance. A
lot of people who wear the hijab
view people who don’t wear the
hijab as the oppressed,” Nassar
said. “Somebody wearing a bikini
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...and more

can be viewed as oppressed by
someone wearing the hijab and
vice versa.”
“It’s a very active and strong
symbol,” Daughtry said. “I’m wondering if it would ever be possible
to deactivate that symbol, make it
less charged so one could veil and
not veil without judgment.”
“The hijab is ambiguous,”
concluded Mahoney. “It has different meanings that to some are
contradictory and that’s part of
why, even within Islam, there is so
much debate.”

Katsu-Ya

continued from page 3

of rice and dipping sauces. You
then get to grill your own food on
a grill that is built into your table.
If you want to do this, tell the host
or hostess when you ask for your
table, as not all the tables have this
facility. And finally, you can have a
hibachi dinner. Hibachi, one of the
more extreme forms of playing
with your food, is where you and
seven other people sit around a
giant grill set into a table and
watch a chef perform a combination of percussion, cookery and
food acrobatics. This experience
is quite expensive but is enjoyable
and you get enough food to last
several meals. Although these are
the main types of food available,
you can also get such things as
tempura veggies and shrimp, salads and soba-noodle soups. All in
all, Katsu-Ya is pretty pricey but it
is worthwhile for a date, a celebration or a dinner with friends at the
end of the year.

